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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to the oversight of claim 6 have been 

considered and are persuasive. Therefore, a second office action is issued to cure the 
previous shortcomings. 

E le ction/Restrictio ns 

2. Claims 13 & 14 were previously withdrawn from further consideration pursuant 

to 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) 
requirement in the reply filed on May 25, 2006. It is noted that the examiner has 
withdrawn claims 13 & 14 as being drawn to the species of Group II (fig. 4) since this 
embodiment is distinct as defined by the claimed "two doors" limitation [in reference to 
the "cover"] . 

3. Applicant's election with traverse of Group I in the reply is acknowledged. The 
traversal is on the ground(s) that the independent claims have a unitary connection 
and that the search for each species would necessarily include the same search. This 
is not found persuasive because applicant did not submit evidence or identify such 
evidence now of record showing the species as being obvious variants or clearly admit 
on the record that this is the case. The requirement is still deemed proper and is 
therefore made FINAL. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the " loop coupled to 
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the housing wherein a lock can...", must be clearly depicted and/or properly 
referenced [i.e., identified in the drawings] or the features canceled from the claims. 
No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The 
figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If 
a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the 
replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered 
and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" 
or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action 
in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
5; The proposed replacement sheets of drawings were received on January 17, 
2007, These drawings have been approved by the examiner for examination purposes. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
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make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of 
carrying out his invention. 

7. Claims 3 & 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claims contain subject matter that was 
not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/ or use the 
invention. Specifically, it is not understood how the second set of legs can be folded 
up via the hinges into the housing as stipulated in claim 3 in view of the specification 
and drawings as originally filed; furthermore, it is not understood how the "cover 
slides over the pin to open the housing" since it is not readily apparent from the 
disclosure as originally filed how this function is performed in view of the claimed 
structure. 

8. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

9. Claims 3, 4, 8 & 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. In Claim 3, the phrase "the second 
set of legs can be folded up via said plurality of hinges and into the housing" is 
unclear and confusing as presently set forth since it is not clear how the legs (21, 27 & 
23, 29) can be "retracted into the housing" in view of the originally filed drawings that 
do not appear to substantiate the claimed limitation. In Claim 4, the phrase "cover 
comprises... a plurality at least one pin and said legs comprise at least one track 
wherein said slidable cover... slides over said pin to open said housing" is unclear and 
confusing as presently recited since it is not evident how the cover slides along the 
legs as presently depicted in the embodiments; furthermore, it is not clear how the 
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"cover has a pin that slides over the pin to open the housing" as presently recited in 
claim4. Claim 8, is now dependent upon a cancelled claim and is thereby indefinite. 
For examination purposes, the claim is viewed as being dependent upon claim 7. In 
Claim 12, the phrase "in the form of a bolt" renders the claim indefinite because the 
claim may include elements not actually disclosed (in view of the "in the form of 
recitation), thereby rendering the scope of the claim unascertainable [is the limitation 
a bolt or not?]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 1-5 & 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Canavan [U.S. Patent No. 3,476,456] in view of Frank [U.S. Patent No. 
5,588,725]. Canavan teaches (figures 1-9) teaches of a "safety station" for a 
construction site comprising: a housing (defined as the case); a retractable stand (the 
leg elements as shown in fig. 4 are viewed as a "stand") coupled to the housing 
wherein the retractable stand includes a plurality of legs (50a, 50b for example) 
coupled to the housing, wherein the plurality of legs are retractable into each other as 
clearly described and shown in Canavan; a backboard (viewed as (40) or the bottom 
wall of the case e.g.,) coupled to the housing; at least one fastener (41 - so far as 
broadly claimed) coupled to the backboard; a plurality of tools (35, 42 - and tools 
depicted in fig. 3 e.g.,) coupled to the backboard; and a cover (30 or 20 e.g.,) for 
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covering the plurality of tools on the backboard, the cover coupled to the housing, and 
being movably attached to the housing (see figures), wherein the cover can be moved 
along the legs (as best understood - note 1 12(2) rejection) for opening and closing 
access to the housing. The legs comprise a plurality of telescoping legs (fig. 3) that can 
be retracted into the housing (fig. 5). The safety station further comprising a plurality 
of hinges (viewed as 56 & 55 - pivot 'bar, about which the leg hinges to fold into the 
space provided within the case) wherein the plurality of legs comprise a first set of legs 
(viewed as the pair of legs along the front side of the case - fig. 3) and a second set of 
legs (viewed as the pair of legs along the rear side of the case - fig, 3) wherein the 
plurality of hinges are disposed between the first set of legs and the second set legs 
(note that the "hinges" are located interior of the legs) so far as broadly recited, and 
wherein the second set of legs can be folded up via the plurality of hinges and into the 
housing as readily apparent to the examiner. The cover (20) comprises a slidable 
cover comprising at least one pin (36) and the legs comprise at least one track (58) 
wherein the slidable cover having the pin slides over the pin to open the housing in as 
much as applicant's device operates as best understood by the examiner [note 112 
rejections above). The safety station further comprising a lock (provided with a lock - 
see col. 4, line 52) for locking the cover to the housing. As to claim 8, a lock (19) is in 
the form of a loop coupled to the cover, and a loop (mating loop structure on the case - 
figs. 3-4) coupled to the housing wherein a lock (the conventional lock as noted in col. 
4, line 52) can be inserted into the loop coupled to the cover and the loop coupled to 
the housing to lock the cover to the housing as readily apparent to the examiner and 
as best understood by the examiner in view of a lack of showing of the claimed 
elements in the embodiments. The safety station further comprising a plurality of 
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holders (61, 62) and a plurality of fasteners (63) coupled to the plurality of holders 
wherein the fasteners are for fastening to the backboard (as depicted in fig. 4) so far as 
broadly claimed. Canavan teaches a safety station substantially as claimed as noted 
above, but does not incorporate a first aid kit or a fire extinguisher within the 
apparatus. Frank (figures 1-5) is cited as an evidence reference to show the known 
use of multiple articles (16) associated with a furniture type structure, a fire 
extinguisher and a first aid kit being represented within the article group. As such, 
the position is taken that it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to substitute/vary articles or contents 
associated with Canavan 's structure, since varying the contents /articles for which a 
structure can accommodate does not represent a new or unexpected result and does 
not solve any stated problem. Accordingly, a substitution or incorporation of various 
articles associated with a structure where the articles do not material affect the prior 
art structure would be an obvious matter of design preference that is within the skill 
of the art. Furthermore, a substitution or addition of articles to be associated with a 
structure may vary depending upon the personal needs or desires of the user. 
12. Claims 9, 10 & 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Canavan & Frank and further in view of Germano [U.S. Patent No. 6,1 13,202]. 
The prior art teaches applicant's inventive claimed structure as disclosed above, but 
does not show a plurality of bolt fasteners coupled to holders (in this case, the holders 
are viewed as the curved partitioned panels as shown in fig. 1 of Canavan) for 
fastening the holders to the backboard or show magnetic elements coupled to the 
holders. Germano (figures 1-7) is cited as an evidence reference to show that it was 
known to utilize various holders (see figs. 1 & 5) for holding tools and to secure the 
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holders via various fastening means (bolt fasteners, Velcro, magnetic means for 
example). Accordingly, the position is taken that it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
means for securing holders to the backboard as taught by Germano because this 
arrangement would enhance the versatility of Canavan 's station since the user may 
employ a variety of holder securing means as dictated by needs or preferences of the 
user, the securing means providing a stable and secure engagement of the holder to 
the backboard. 

13. Claims 10 & 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Canavan & Frank and further in view of Knutson [U.S. Patent No. 5,295,742]. The 
prior art teaches applicant's inventive claimed structure as disclosed above, but does 
not show a plurality of magnetic elements coupled to holders (in this case, the holders 
are viewed as the curved partitioned panels as shown in fig. 1 of Canavan) for 
fastening the holders to the backboard comprised of a ferromagnetic material. 
Knutson (figures 1-6) is cited as an evidence reference to show that it was known to 
utilize a ferromagnetic backboard (150) for allowing holders (306) having magnetic 
elements (342) to be secured to the backboard. Accordingly, the position is taken that 
it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the means for securing holders to the ferromagnetic 
material backboard as taught by Knutson because this arrangement would enhance 
the versatility of Canavan 's station since the user may employ an easily removable 
holder that when attached to the backboard is stable and maintains a fixed 
engagement to the backboard. 
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Conclusion 



14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Mancini describes a structure with first aid supplies. Winship, 
Meinscher et al., Shinn, Fraser et al., and Ketchum describe station structures with 
movable legs and movable covers. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to James O. Hansen whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6866. The examiner can be reached on Monday-Friday between 8-4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 571-272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




James O. Hansen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3637 



JOH 

April 2, 2007 
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